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Welcome to the July Smokebox 

 

Committee News 

Andrew Neal has advised the Committee that he will stand down as BAGs Chairman with immediate effect. We 

understand this is for personal reasons. 

We should thank Andrew for his support since his appointment as Chairman in March 2017. 

This leaves us with a vacancy on the Committee; we have called a meeting of the Committee for the 15 th July to 

discuss how we fill this vacancy. The Bedfordshire Area Group’s Constitution allows the Committee to fill vacancies 

midterm. Naturally anyone appointed to the Committee will have to stand for election at the next A.G.M. in 2019.     

Group Meeting Dates – 2018 

 

The following dates have been booked for 2018. the meetings commence at 10:30 am and close at 4:00 pm. 

We have made one change to our regular meeting date, our October meeting has moved to the 14th October. 

I have been asked by the Hall booking clerk for our 2019 dates with a view to avoiding these clashes again. I will not 
list the 2019 dates in Smokebox but you can assume they are all the first Sunday in the month. 

 
Confirmed Dates for 2018 

 
 5th August   2nd September  14th October*   4th November 

 Steam in Beds will be on Saturday 24th November  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Future Events  

Leighton Buzzard Narrow Gauge Railway 

Further to my email regarding the above event on the 5th August. Just to confirm we will be supporting their show by 

taking Papplewick Green. It was quite short notice and it does also clash with our own group meeting but I am 
pleased to say we have managed to put a small team together to support them. As things stand at the time of writing 

only 50% of members have bothered to reply to my email and of them 6 have definitely offered to help with running 

layout: 
 John Kitchenman, John Symonds, Larry Cheeseman, Pete Newman, Ray Butler and Mark Scrase & Myself  
 
As the layout is quite small I believe we can maintain a good running sequence with those listed above, a number of 

other members have said they will help if we are short but unless somebody drops out I think we will manage, but if 
anyone wants to pop in for an hour or so they will be welcome.  Confirmed details below: 

 

Date   5th August 2018 
Venue   Engine Shed, Leighton Buzzard Narrow Gauge Railway 

Set Up from  8:00 am 
Show Opens  !0:30 am to 4:30 pm 

 

Lunch will be provided plus a Ticket for a Train Ride 
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National Garden Railway Show 

I am pleased to announce that Ridgmont has been invited to attend the National Garden Railway Show on Saturday 

6th April 2019 at the Peterborough Arena. I don’t have any more details yet but I imagine similar rules will apply as 

last time. Those of you involved with Ridgmont’s last trip to Peterborough will remember they limit the number of 

runners per layout. I understand they have now introduced a sliding scale of runners depending on the size of the 

layout, hopefully that will avoid having to turndown help as we did in 2015.    

Guildford Garden Railway Show 2019 

I have received advanced warning of a Garden Railway Show being planned by the GMES. I have been in touch with 

Bryan Finch suggesting they should invite Ridgmont, the response was very positive. The invitation will go out next 

January so we will have to wait and see but in the meantime book the dates in your diary. We will have to be patient 

and wait to see if we do indeed get an invitation. 

Guildford Model Engineering Society (GMES) are pleased to announce that it will be staging a Garden Railway Show on 8th & 9th June 2019. 

This new event will fulfill the need for a Garden Railway Show in South-East England, and will be unique among Garden Railway Shows as it will be 

offering trade stands, visiting layouts, GMES GR layouts in operation, plus miniature steam train rides on the Society’s 3½” and 5” Gauge raised 

track, and the 7¼” Gauge ground level track. Refreshments will also be available on site. The show will be open from 10 am – 5 pm on both days 

and there will be an admission charge.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

New Boiler Test Code 

There has been much discussion about the new boiler test code. We will shortly publish how BAGs will implement the 
code for our regular monthly meeting and in particular Steam in Beds. You should make yourself familiar with Volume 

2 & 3 of the new code. Both can be downloaded from the Association Web Site, Volume 2 covers the Boilers under 3 
bar litres and Volume 3 covers LPG Tanks under 250ml.    

 

For Sale 

John Kitchenman has the following for sale: Pearse Ulysses loco, gas fired with large capacity boiler having tee-fire 

tube – water volume extended into firebox. 32mm gauge - fixed, with inside frames and wheels and motion visible. 

2.4 GHz radio control. Colour red (could be Crimson Lake). Little used and in good condition and good runner in 

forward and reverse. Price £995. 

Wags Wharf at Pitstone Museum 

The most recent open day was last Sunday the 8th July and following the previous two weeks it was very hot. The 

once green grass was rather brown. Pete Newman was due to bring his 5” coal fired Sweet Pea for the children rides 

on the raised track. But following the hot spell and advice from Bedfordshire Model Engineering Society it was felt 

better not to risk it. Unfortunately because it was so hot visitor numbers were well down compared to previous open 

days, you just can’t win. 

 

Apart from Wags Wharf, there are plenty of other exhibits of interest to see whether a railway enthusiast or not. As 

part of the team you would get plenty of time to look around the whole site. There are many interesting items that 

show how things have changed over the years. There are exhibits covering the Home, Technology including early 

computers, Farming and Engineering, things we take for granted today. Look at their web site at 

http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/ 

 

The remaining open days for 2018 are as follows: 

 

 Sunday    12th August   

 Bank Holiday Monday  27th August 

 Sunday    9th September 

 Sunday    14th October 

 

Chris 

http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/

